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“(d) ILLICIT SEXUAL CONDUCT IN CONNEC-
TION WITH CERTAIN ORGANIZATIONS.—ANy cit-
izen of the United States or alien admitted
for permanent residence who—

‘(1) is an officer, director, employee, or
agent of an organization that affects inter-
state or foreign commerce;

‘(2) makes use of the mails or any means
or instrumentality of interstate or foreign
commerce through the connection or affili-
ation of the person with such organization;
and

“(3) commits an act in furtherance of il-
licit sexual conduct through the connection
or affiliation of the person with such organi-
zation,
shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for
not more than 30 years, or both.”’;

(2) in subsection (f), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘or (d)” and inserting ‘‘(d), or (e)’’;
and

(3) in subsection (i), as so redesignated, by
striking ““(f)(2)”’ and inserting *“(g)(2)"’.

SEC. 5. SEXUAL ACTIVITY WITH MINORS.

Section 2427 of title 18, United States Code,
is amended by inserting ‘‘does not require
interpersonal physical contact, and’ before
“includes’.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND DEATH
OF JAMES THOMAS BROYHILL,
FORMER SENATOR FOR THE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
100, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 100) to honor the life
and death of James Thomas Broyhill, former
Senator for the State of North Carolina.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. HASSAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

100) was

————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH
9, 2023

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned under the provisions of
S. Res. 100 until 10 a.m. on Thursday,
March 9; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; that following the conclusion of
morning business, the Senate proceed
to executive session and resume consid-
eration of the Werfel nomination
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postcloture; further, that all
postcloture time be considered expired
at 11:30 a.m. and the Senate vote on
confirmation of the nomination fol-
lowed by confirmation of the Simmons
nomination; further, that following
disposition of the Simmons nomina-
tion, the Senate resume consideration
of the Kahn nomination and at 1:45
p.m. vote on confirmation of that nom-
ination; finally, that if any nomina-
tions are confirmed during Thursday’s
session, the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s actions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order, fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator SUL-
LIVAN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Alaska.

————
WILLOW PROJECT

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I am
coming to the floor for the final time
to give remarks about the Willow
Project. I will explain it a little bit in
my remarks.

The President is getting ready to
make a decision—a huge decision—on a
big project in Alaska—really, an inflec-
tion point for our State’s future. He is
likely to make that decision any day.
So I am just going to come down and
kind of wrap up the arguments that we
have been making.

I really want to thank a number of
folks: Senator MURKOWSKI, of course,
who, with me—we have been focused on
this issue for 2 years, the entire time of
the Biden administration—2 years, ar-
guments every day, including a meet-
ing with the President last week, last
Thursday; Congresswoman PELTOLA,
who has done a really strong job in this
regard, particularly in the meeting last
week with the President. Some of my
Democratic colleagues have been
weighing in on this project. I really ap-
preciate that. I know it takes a lot of
courage.

I am going to talk about some of the
far-left lower 48 environmental groups
that don’t support it based on noth-
ing—no facts, no data. But stand up to
them, go to the White House and say:
Come on, Mr. President. Come on,
Biden administration. You have to
make sure Alaska has this.

So my Democrat colleagues, I am not
going to name you. I don’t want to get
you in trouble or anything, but thank
you. I really, really appreciate this.

As I mentioned, we had a meeting
with the President last week, and, at
the beginning of the meeting, in addi-
tion to handing the President a unani-
mous resolution from the entire Alaska
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Legislature—the entire State senate,
the entire State house; Democrats, Re-
publicans, Independents; Native, non-
Native—all passed a resolution saying
to the Biden administration: Please
support the Willow Project.

There were three pads. I handed that
to the President. I also handed him
this map that describes really the con-
text, as I said to the President, of what
is happening in Alaska under this ad-
ministration.

I was respectful. We were in the Oval
Office. Of course, you are going to be
respectful with the President and his
team. The Oval Office is a very historic
place, obviously. But I said, respect-
fully: Mr. President, in every region of
the State, every industry—oil, gas,
mining, hunting, fishing; you name it—
there have been 45 Executive orders
and Executive actions—it is now 46;
there has been another one since the
meeting we had last week—looking to
shut down Alaska. It is exhausting, to
be honest. No other State is getting
that kind of attention.

I walked through some of these, but
I just, again, respectfully, wanted the
President to know, and that is it.
Every time we meet with senior White
House officials and say—these are the
days we have met with senior White
House officials—‘ ‘Hey, how about a
ceasefire?’”’ we just get more, more.

There is no other State in the coun-
try getting this kind of attention. It is
unwanted attention. As I have told
many of my Democratic colleagues,
hey, if a Republican administration
came after you like this, singling your
State out, putting thousands of people
out of work, and you came to me and
said, ‘“‘Hey, Dan, could you help me?”’ 1
would help you. Every Democrat here
knows I would help you. So I appre-
ciate the help that we are getting.

That was the context of the meeting.
Again, it was respectful. We appre-
ciated it. We had over an hour with the
President and his team. He is a busy,
busy man, the leader of the free world.
So we appreciated that.

(Ms. HASSAN assumed the Chair.)

I was also recently down in Houston
at this very big energy conference
called CERAWeek. To be honest, it is
not an exaggeration to say that all
eyes are on the Willow Project because,
essentially, the question that is being
posed in our energy sector is this.
There was a very good Wall Street
Journal editorial last week calling the
Willow Project the test for Biden. This
editorial lead by saying that the
“President . . . says the only barrier to
more U.S. oil production is recal-
citrant’ companies.

OK, a lot of us don’t believe that, by
the way. So here is an opportunity to
say: Is that true or not? Because if the
Biden administration—the President—
approves Willow tonight,
ConocoPhillips will start moving peo-
ple to build it tomorrow. We are ready.
The State is ready. The private sector
is ready.

So I think that is the key question,
and it was the key question down in
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CERAWeek, the biggest energy con-
ference probably in the world, with al-
most 8,000 attendees.

This is a really important question,
not just for Alaska but for America.

I think the key arguments here are,
given the President’s priorities, what
the President emphasizes, what he and
his administration talk about. The Wil-
low Project is actually exactly the
kind of project President Biden and his
team should support because it rein-
forces so many things that they talk
about and care about.

Let me just mention four of those.

No. 1, which, of course, is really im-
portant, is that this project has the
highest environmental standards of
any major energy project in the world,
by far. It is not even a close call. How
do we know this? Because the Biden ad-
ministration’s own environmental im-
pact statement, which came out a
month ago, says this. It says this.

The Trump administration passed
this project in their environmental re-
views with flying colors. Then, it was
five pads. The Biden administration’s
EIS, or environmental impact state-
ment, took it down to three. We didn’t
really like that, but that is about the
minimum it could go. And they ex-
plained in this administration’s own
environmental impact statement—the
scientists, the career staff were saying
things like that the greenhouse gas
emissions would be ‘“‘minimal,” not a
climate bomb like these lower 48 far-
left groups keep talking about—mini-
mal.

Here is the number: Emissions from
this project, according to President
Biden’s own environmental impact
statement, 0.15 percent, the 2019 emis-
sion levels. And they call it ‘“‘mini-
mal.”

They also said if you don’t do the
Willow Project, the market substi-
tution analysis in the Biden adminis-
tration’s own EIS says that, then, we
will likely—we, America—have to go to
other countries—Saudi Arabia, Ven-
ezuela—to get oil, and their environ-
mental records and standards are so
bad that the emissions globally from
not doing this project will actually
rise.

That is in the EIS.

I have talked about the high stand-
ards for Alaska with regard to the high
standards in the world and the impacts
on the environment.

By the way, this project is next to
existing infrastructure. So you don’t
have to build a lot of infrastructure.
The Trans-Alaska Pipeline, just plug it
in.

This has the highest environmental
standards in the world. How do I know
that? Because the Biden administra-
tion’s environmental impact statement
lays it out in about 1,500 pages. That is
one very important argument that fits
with the Biden administration’s prior-
ities.

Let me give you another one. The
Biden administration frequently talks
about racial equity, racial justice, en-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

vironmental justice for people of color,
indigenous people. They talk about
that all the time. The indigenous peo-
ple in my State overwhelmingly sup-
port this project. There are a few peo-
ple—and that happens in every State,
in every country—who are opposed.
They are getting a lot of press, by the
way. But the vast majority of the peo-
ple, the First Nations’ people, the Alas-
ka Native people in our State, strongly
support this.

We held a press conference last week
here in the Capitol. Some of the most
famous Alaska Native leaders in our
State’s history flew thousands of miles
just to be here to support this.

So all this rhetoric from the adminis-
tration on racial equity, racial justice
is going to be very empty if they say:
Do you know what? We are going to
choose the Center for Biological Diver-
sity and Greenpeace’s priorities in the
lower 48 over the priorities of the peo-
ple who live there.

I want to go into this a little bit
deeper. This is a quote from the Voice
of the Arctic Inupiat. This is a group of
Tribes and Native leaders, a really
broad-based group of the people who
live where this project would be. Here
is a quote from Nagruk Harcharek:

Outside activist groups opposing Willow
have drowned out local perspective—

That is for sure—
and are actively working to supersede the
views of the Alaska Native people.

That is for sure.

This is not environmental justice or any
kind of justice. It is a direct attack on Alas-
ka Native self-determination.

Some of our Native leaders last week
were saying: Do you know what really
is infuriating? These lower 48 environ-
mental groups that are all driving the
opposition of this project, are trying to
tell Alaska Natives who have lived in
Alaska for thousands and thousands of
years how to live and what is good for
them.

Do you know what some of our Na-
tive leaders are starting to call this?
The second wave of colonialism, eco-
colonialism. Condescending lower 48
environmental groups that don’t know
anything about Alaska are coming up
to our State and telling the Native peo-
ple how to live—eco-colonialism. By
the way, that topic came up in the
Oval Office meeting.

The administration is going to listen
to lower 48 environmental groups that
condescendingly tell Alaska Native
people how to live? That is certainly
not racial equity. That is certainly not
racial justice. That is the definition of
eco-colonialism, and I hope that they
are not going to go there.

One other area, another great group
of Americans, whom I love to talk
about on the floor who support this
project, are the great men and women
who build things in America. There has
been no better champion of that in the
entire country than the president of
the Laborers, my good friend, Terry
O’Sullivan, who, just 2 days ago, wrote
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another letter to the President. He has
been such a great advocate. The Labor-
ers are the greatest construction union
in America.

This project will create 2,500 jobs, 75
percent of which are union jobs, build-
ing trade jobs.

Madam President, I would like to
submit for the RECORD another great
letter from Terry O’Sullivan. This one
is dated March 6, 2023, to the President
of the United States. I ask unanimous
consent to have the letter printed in
the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

MARCH 6, 2023.
President JOSEPH R. BIDEN,
The White House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR PRESIDENT BIDEN: I write to once
again express my support for the
ConocoPhillips’ Willow Project and express
concern over recent reports on the Adminis-
tration’s upcoming decision. Recent reports
indicate that Administration officials are
considering approving the project however
limiting its scope to only two (2) of the pro-
posed Pads currently under consideration. I
want to be clear, a limited approval like this
is, in fact, a rejection of the project.

Proponents of this approach are displaying
the kind of con-game that has American vot-
ers and LIUNA members turning away estab-
lished political norms and embracing the
hyper-partisan extremism that our country
seems to be lurching toward uncontrollably.

Alaska’s Willow Project will develop a do-
mestic source for the United States’ energy
portfolio, benefit local communities, and put
skilled union laborers to work. The project
will be built primarily through U.S.-sourced
materials and create over 1,800 union con-
struction jobs with long-term, family-sus-
taining careers for Alaskan workers, a state
with the fourth-highest unemployment rate
in the country.

The project’s peak production of over
180,000 barrels per day of responsibly pro-
duced domestic oil will reduce our Nation’s
dependence on foreign energy supplies which
often come from nations that are only nomi-
nal allies or are hostile to the interests of
the United States. Additionally, our im-
ported oil comes from countries or regions of
the world with some of the worst human
rights violations and where environmental
standards are either sub-par or lacking alto-
gether.

Experienced union workers are trained for
the exacting, detailed work needed to ensure
compliance with Willow’s strict environ-
mental protection requirements to safeguard
the Alaskan tundra and its wildlife. After
years of collaboration between
ConocoPhillips, government agencies, Alas-
ka Native corporations, communities and
the public, the comprehensive project plans
ensure Willow will be produced with the
strongest environmental and social stand-
ards.

With roughly 75% of Willow’s North Slope
installation work hours slated to occur over
five years, this union workforce will con-
tinue to grow, creating family-sustaining ca-
reers with good pay and benefits. In the
North Slope, schools, clinics, and essential
services are almost entirely funded by oil
and gas production. Willow will generate
over $10 billion in public revenue, and 50% of
federal royalties will go towards local grants
there to improve public resources for North
Slope communities and the indigenous popu-
lation that live there.
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With significant stakeholder input and a
lengthy and exhaustive review process com-
pleted, it is clear that this project is widely
supported in the State of Alaska and the
local communities that share the land with
this project. It is time to listen to local lead-
ers, workers, and residents and reject the
game-playing that press reports indicate is
happening behind the scenes in the Adminis-
tration.

Your personal commitment to American
workers has been exemplary. Please do not
allow the opinions of those who are against
domestic energy production and are indif-
ferent to American workers, steer you in the
wrong direction on this important decision.
If the Administration decides to limit the
scope of the approval, it will be a decision to
kill this project. LIUNA members, their fam-
ilies, and the citizens of Alaska will under-
stand this fact.

I implore you to keep your commitment to
a rational energy policy that allows for the
responsible development of domestic energy
resources while the Nation transitions to a
lower-emission economy.

With kind regards, I am

Sincerely yours,
TERRY O’SULLIVAN,
General President.

Mr. SULLIVAN. So I am just going
to read a few lines from this letter. But
Terry O’Sullivan is a very astute man.
He has seen what is happening in Wash-
ington this past couple of weeks.

Here is what he said:

Administration officials are considering
. . . limiting [Willow’s] scope to only two of
the proposed Pads.

By the way, there is no environ-
mental analysis of that at all in the
EIS in the Trump administration or
the Biden administration. So if they do
that, it won’t be based on any science,
any data.

I want to be clear—

Said Terry O’Sullivan—

a limited approval like this [of two pads] is,
in fact, a rejection of the project.

This is what we have told the Presi-
dent. This is what we have told his
team many, many times. They know
that.

Proponents of this approach are displaying
the kind of con-game that has American vot-
ers and LIUNA—

That is the laborers—
members turning away [from] established
political norms.

So this great American, Terry
O’Sullivan, he is a working man. He
leads working men and women. He is
saying: Don’t play these games. Two
pads is a denial. That was our respect-
ful message last week.

What else did Terry O’Sullivan have
to say in his final letter to the Presi-
dent?

It is time to listen to local leaders [check]
workers [for sure] and residents and reject
the game-playing that the press reports indi-
cate is happening behind the scenes in the
Administration.

[K]leep your commitments [Biden adminis-
tration] to a rational energy policy that al-
lows for the responsible development of do-
mestic energy resources while the Nation
transitions to a lower-emission economy.

Terry O’Sullivan, once again, Madam
President, weighing in. I can’t thank
him enough, Sean McGarvey, the build-
ing trades.
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By the way, when we held this press
conference last week, every union in
Alaska supports this project. The
trades, of course, but all the public
unions, every single union, 100 percent.

Now, again, this administration likes
to talk about: Hey, we really care
about the working men and women, the
men and women who build things, the
unions. OK. OK. Let’s see where you
are on Willow.

Finally, Madam President, I want to
talk about an issue that, again, came
up in the Oval Office, and that is just
the foreign policy ramifications of this
upcoming decision.

We are in a new era of authoritarian
aggression that I talk about a lot. The
brutal dictators Vladimir Putin, Xi
Jinping, and this guy Maduro in Ven-
ezuela, they are on the march. But the
one thing they fear almost more than
anything is American energy power.
Read the reporting. Xi Jinping is
scared to death, the dictator of Beijing,
scared to death of American energy
power. So is Putin, by the way.

So in the last 2 years—because, like I
said, Senator MURKOWSKI and I have
been raising this issue about daily—I
have asked in dozens of hearings on the
Armed Services Committee, military
experts, Biden administration officials,
Biden administration military mem-
bers: Do you think it matters and do
you think it is good for our national
security if we have more energy in a
project like this?

By the way, Willow, at max produc-
tion, will produce about 200,000 barrels
a day.

Every single official in this adminis-
tration who deals with national secu-
rity, for 2 years—for 2 years—has said
yves. Not one has said no.

Now, I am not going to name names.
I don’t want to get anybody in trouble.
But it is obvious. This is one of the
great strengths of our Nation. And our
adversaries—the dictator in Moscow
and the dictator in Beijing—fear it.

So why do I have this slide up? There
is something going on right now that is
unbelievable. And every time I have
asked anybody and I have raised it
with anybody in this administration,
they look at me with a blank stare and
don’t answer my question.

My question is this. This administra-
tion came in; they wanted to limit the
production of American energy. I fully
disagree with that approach, but what
happened?

Well, the predictable result hap-
pened. If you limit supply, prices go up.
So prices on energy have gone up on
working families for the last 2 years
like this. We all know it. Inflation like
this.

So what have they been doing? They
have been going overseas begging other
countries to produce more oil and then
poured it into America. Now, why on
Earth would you do that when you can
do it here?

So the latest and greatest—they did
it in Saudi Arabia. They were rejected,
by the way. They were flirting with
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Iran. My goodness, the largest state
sponsor of terrorism in the world, and
you are flirting with those guys, with
the blood of American soldiers on their
hands? Ridiculous. But they went to
Venezuela after the election, and they
said: Let’s lift sanctions on you.

So we are now importing over 100,000
barrels a day from Venezuela. Can you
believe that? That is a fact. Venezuela
pollutes—in its processes to produce
oil, it is a production and greenhouse
gas emission process that is 18 times—
with an ‘X’ times—more polluting
than in America and certainly way
more polluting—probably 30 times
more than the great State of Alaska’s
Willow Project.

So if you really care about the envi-
ronment, why did you just lift sanc-
tions on one of the dirtiest producers
in the world? They are a terrorist re-
gime. They have a horrible human
rights record, a horrible worker rights
record, a well-known U.S. adversary,
and we are already importing 100,000
barrels a day from them—just started.
And we don’t want to produce in Alas-
ka, with the highest standards in the
world on the environment and work-
ers?

So when I ask the question why
would we do that and not let us
produce in the great State of Alaska,
like I said, I have never gotten an an-
swer to that question. So, hopefully,
the answer is going to be: Well, we are
going to help the great State of Alaska
with this Willow Project.

Do it because, right now, Madam
President, with regard to energy pol-
icy, my State is being treated worse
than a terrorist regime. And that is not
hyperbole. That is a fact.

So in my final appeal before this de-
cision is made, respectfully asking this
administration: This is exactly the
kind of project that we think should be
easily supported by this administra-
tion, given their priorities—the highest
standards in the world on the environ-
ment, no doubt about it; the lowest
greenhouse gas emissions—negligible,
according to the President’s own EIS;
racial equity; racial justice.

The Native people of Alaska want
this. Listen to them. Don’t listen to
the ecoterrorists down in the lower 48,
coastal elites who don’t know anything
about Alaska and are trying to tell the
Native people how to live their lives—
insulting, by the way. Don’t listen to
the ecoterrorists. Listen to the great
union members like Terry O’Sullivan,
all of whose members support and help
enhance the national security of Amer-
ica with strong energy policy in the
great State of Alaska.

I hope the Biden administration does
the right thing. So many of my col-
leagues have helped. I want to thank
Senator MURKOWSKI again for her re-
lentless, relentless advocacy on this
with me.

We will see. Big stuff for America.
Giant stuff for my State. I hope they
do the right thing for our country, for
our workers, for the Native people, for
our national security.
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10 a.m. on Thursday, March 9, and does CONFIRMATION

so as a further mark of respect to the . . . .
late James Thomas Broyhill, former Executive nomination confirmed by
ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. Senator from North Carolina. the Senate March 8, 2023:

TOMORROW
Thereupon, the Senate, at 8:08 p.m.,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under adjourned until Thursday March 9 PATRICE H. KUNESH, OF MINNESOTA, TO BE COMMIS-
’ ’ SIONER OF THE ADMINISTRATION FOR NATIVE AMERI-

the previous order, pursuant to S. Res.
100, the Senate stands adjourned until 2023, at 10 a.m. CANS, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES.

I yield the floor.
———

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
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